Effect of serum from diabetes-prone BB/OK rats on neonatal rat pancreatic islets and islet cell suspensions.
Humoral-mediated cytolytic activity against neonatal rat pancreatic islet cells as well as islets of Langerhans was detected in sera of newly diagnosed diabetic BB/OK rats by measurement of enhanced 51Cr-release or insulin leakage. Beta-cell-specific functions of islet cell suspensions such as insulin secretion and (pro)insulin biosynthesis can be affected by BB rat serum in vitro.